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It has been laid down that the committees

are neither deliberative assemblies, nor bodies representing profes-
sional interests, but instruments of economic action called upon to
take decisions, issue regulations, and impose a discipline. These
Organizing Committees thus fill a new role, that has never belonged
to the professional groups. They in no way take the place of these
groups, which, in a finally reorganized shape, will retain their task
of representation and study, and under this head can give valuable
assistance to the Organizing Committees (Communique of October 5,
1940).

The working expenses of the Organizing Committees are covered
by taxes on the different firms, the rates of which vary. The
collection and allocation of the taxes are entrusted to an indepen-
dent cashier's office attached to the central section of the Office
of Allocation of Industrial Products (Decree published on May 22,
1941).

2. THE R^LE OF THE STATE

The State is represented on the Organizing Committee by a
Government Commissary, who is frequently, in fact, a depart-
mental head of the central administration.

The Commissary is present at the Committee's deliberations and
has a right of veto over its decisions. He can even take its
place if it falls short of its duties.

The Secretary of State, to whom the Commissary is responsible,
can, within the branch of activity in question, requisition all raw
materials, services, or products.

3. JOINT INFORMATION CENTRE
In order, as it would seem, to meet the criticisms brought
against the Organizing Committees, which are charged, on the
one hand, with acting without keeping in touch with one another,
and on the-other hand, with only including representatives of the
big employers, a decree published on May n, 1941, created a
"Joint Information Centre."
The task of the Centre is to provide the general information on
economic, financial, fiscal, and legal matters necessary for the
work of the various Organizing Committees.
It is administered by a Board appointed by the Govern-
ment, and composed of a President, a Delegate-General, and a
Government Commissary. The Board is assisted by a Con-
sultative Council of thirty members, chosen from the Organizing